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1944, Noonan never read this book
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Emergency = no sextant, Noonan had a sextant
Emergency = better than nothing
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moderate accuracy = not good enough to find small island
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altitude correction table found only in Air Almanac which was not published until 1941, Noonan didn't have it
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for finding LOP, not longitude
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time only to whole minute, accuracy limited to 15 NM at best
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This is NOT the method claimed by van Asten in his articles of using a marine sextant preset to 31 minutes to observe the sun, the  "van Asten Sunrise."

Also extremely risky to plan for and to rely on (which van Asten claimed Noonan did) because the horizon must be completely clear, no clouds in the direction of sunrise, a rare occurrence. Must observe the sun against unobstructed sea horizon.
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needs unobstructed sea horizon




