from Tom King, July 11, 2010:

Gallagher said the bones were found at the southeast end of the island.  Randy Jacobsen's quite right in saying that this could mean a lot of different things.  One thing it could mean is the absolute, honest-to-god southeast end -- which would mean Ameriki, the site where the Loran station was later built.  That construction involved a lot of bulldozing, so IF the bones discovery site were there, the Coasties probably destroyed it.  Reasons to think this may have been the case include:

 1. Ameriki IS the SE end of the island.

2. There's some evidence -- just discovered this year -- that there was a prehistoric site at Ameriki, suggesting that it was a good place to occupy.  That might have made it a reasonable place for the castaway to hang out.

3. Ameriki is where the "ELP" pool is located.  While the "ELP" appears to have been an artifact of the imaging process, the pool would still have probably been attractive to anyone flying over checking out the island before landing, because there'd be no way of knowing that it's not a fresh water lake.

4. There are lots of holes in the shelving coral at Ameriki that collect fresh water during rains, making it an attractive place in terms of survival..

 If Ameriki was the site of the bones discovery, though, there's not much we can do with it; whatever evidence may have been there was almost certainly destroyed by the Coasties.

 As Randy says, another possibility is that Niku was not regarded as a single island but as two or more islands comprising an atoll.  I did a paper, back before we settled on the Seven Site as the most likely location, called "Where Was the Southeast End," in which I went through all the strange ways Gallagher, Maude, and Laxton used terms like southeast and northwest.  It was pretty random.  I couldn't find any solid evidence that anyone regarded Niku as two or more islands, but it remains a possibility.  If this were the case, the "SE end" could have meant Kanawa Point or the area SE of there down toward Baureke Passage.  Reasons to think this might have been the case include:

 1. The association of Kanawa Point with the "Nei Manganibuka in a ghost maneaba" story;

2. The large scatter of Tridacna valves along the shore SE of Kanawa Point;

3. The fact that, as Gallagher reported, the box in which he put the bones was made of Kanawa, cut near the bones discovery site.

4. The fact that clearing was proceeding in the direction of Kanawa Point from the village vicinity at the time of the bones discovery, giving the colonists a reason to have been in the neighborhood.

However, we have surveyed the Kanawa-Point-to-Baureke-Passage area, and found nothing further to suggest that it's Gallagher's "SE end."  And of course, if one looks at the whole island as a piece, it's very definitely NOT the SE end.  On the other hand, the only more or less systematic survey we've done of the area was in 1989, when we knew a lot less about the island than we did later (Ric, John and Kar visited the area again in 1999, but only briefly.  I can't say that the area's been exhaustively inspected.

Another possibility that we checked out in 2001 was the Triangle Site, a bit north of Ameriki on the west side of the island -- as much on the SE end as the Seven Site is.  The main reason to think this might have been the bones discovery site was that in satellite imagery as of 2001 (the first year we got such imagery), it appeared that everything around it had been bulldozed by the Coasties but the Triangle Site itself had not.  We speculated that it might not have been bulldozed because the Coasties -- or at least Kilts -- was warned away from it by the colonists, resulting in Kilts' bones story.

However, we checked the Triangle Site pretty thoroughly in 01, with negative results.

Finally, there's the area between Ameriki and the Seven Site on the windward (eastern) side of the island.  Concern about this area was one reason the Dynamic Duo (Carter and Kern) hacked a highway south from the Seven Site this year for a distance of over fifty meters.  There are more ren trees down the ridge in that direction, but nothing else was found beyond the fire feature with which the knife was associated, just a few meters SE of the SL-Feature on the Seven Site.  But there's another perhaps half a kilometer of Scaevola covered ridge between the end of the Carter-Kern Highway and Ameriki.  We've poked at this area and this year KAP-imaged it, but we certainly don't know what's there.

So there certainly ARE other possible locations for the 1940 bones discovery.  That said, the reasons for thinking the Seven Site was the place include:

 1. Neither Gallagher nor his colleagues seem to have been too picky about directions, so I don't think there's any good reason to think that when he said "SE end" he meant "absolute SE tip," which would have meant Ameriki.

2. The Seven Site IS toward the SE end of the island.

3. There's photographic evidence that the Seven Site area was cleared sometime before 1942.
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4. Sketch maps indicate that a parcel in the vicinity of the Seven Site was reserved for government, and/or specifically for Gallagher.  (See top of p. 4 for one of the maps.)
[image: image2.png]Yet another map designating island landholdings, drawn by District
Officer J. N. Freegard on October 15, 1954, with the same parcel labeled
“Karaka” (the Gilbertese rendering of Gallagher). Whatever was intended
by this map and the “Komitia” map, they certainly indicate official inter-
estiin the Seven Site.

Part of the Freegard map; parcel containing the Seven Site assigned to “Karaka.”




5. The Seven Site apparently was that of the "house built for Gallagher" mentioned by Laxton; that house may have been built in support of Gallagher's search of the site (though it may also have been built for other reasons entirely).

6. The Seven Site has the hole, which makes sense as the place where the cranium was buried and subsequently dug up.

7. Gallagher mentions the remains of a fire and of birds and turtles.  The Seven Site has fire features with the remains of bird and turtle as well as fish.  We've found such features nowhere else on the island.

 For me, the reason to focus on the Seven Site is a pragmatic one; we have something to work with at the Seven Site, while at any other candidate site we'd at best just be wandering around beating the bush.  And at the obvious alternative site -- Ameriki -- we'd be even worse off, working with a site that's been utterly screwed over by construction.  We could spend a lot of time bashing about in the bush on other possible SE ends, and I've agreed with Ric (and continue to) that our time is better spent trying to really understand the Seven Site.  But this is admittedly a little like looking on 6th Street for the dime you lost on 5th Street because the light is better on 6th.  But then again, if 5th Street has been bulldozed into oblivion, there's not much point looking for your dime there anyhow.

 

Reactions?

 

Tom
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