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December 13, 2012

To:  Bob Lanz

Dear Bob,

Thank you for your interest in The Museum of Flight’s efforts to bring the Amelia Earhart story to life.  What a great endorsement you shared on the TIGHAR forum!  We also appreciate the kind words of support from TIGHAR’s executive director, Ric Gillespie, encouraging fellow enthusiasts to support Project Amelia at The Museum of Flight.  

Our Project Amelia was launched when the Museum discovered that a rare Lockheed Electra 10E - like the one Amelia flew - was available.  Fully restored to the specifications of Amelia's aircraft, this Electra is one of only two such planes in existence and will be the only one on permanent display.  

The Museum will position the Electra as the centerpiece of a permanent exhibit showcasing Amelia’s adventures.  Telling her story in this unique way will illuminate an American heroine who continues to inspire.  While her disappearance 75 years ago remains an intriguing mystery, Amelia reigns supreme as the most-asked about subject of the Museum’s curatorial staff and the most researched topic in the Museum’s library.  
The exhibit is expected to have a terrific impact on the approximately 500,000 Museum visitors each year and the 142,000 youth who participate in the Museum’s educational programs.

As a national leader in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) education, the Museum will do more than create just an exhibit about Amelia.  The Electra 10E will become a dynamic part of the Museum’s educational programs, especially WomenFly!, designed to inspire young women ages 12-18 toward STEM education and careers.  With our new Charles Simonyi Space Gallery and emerging partnership with Raisbeck Aviation High School, the Museum’s ability to educate is growing by leaps and bounds.  We are committed to keeping the spirit of Amelia alive while serving The Museum of Flight’s vision “to be the foremost educational air and space museum in the world.”  
Since beginning this summer, Project Amelia has met with enthusiastic support.  Several donors have made generous commitments while concurrently supporting the Charles Simonyi Space Gallery and space shuttle trainer installation.  Costs are budgeted at $1.4 million – to complete the permanent exhibit and acquire the Electra:  $1.2 million for the aircraft, $200,000 for the interpretive exhibit and educational programing.  Gifts and pledges to date total approximately $650,000.  Requests are actively being made to complete the Museum’s funding commitment.  Installation is planned for the last quarter of 2013.
Please call on me any time to answer questions: 206-768-7199 or sdolese@museumofflight.org.  

Sincerely,

Sandra Dolese
Senior Advancement Officer

P.S.  We’re encouraging gifts be made in honor of a woman who has provided inspiration.  Thanks!
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