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SS Norwich City Crew Members who Perished

After the Ship Wreck on Gardner Island, November 29, 1929

Name                 
(1)

Age  
(1)

Height (2)
Notes                      

Crew Members Buried on Gardner/Nikumaroro Island 

1 John James 
Leslie, Carpenter

56 (3) (4)  Buried on the Beach on Gardner/Niku Is. 

Residence: Regent Street, Hull, UK

2 John Thomas 
Jones

30

7/24/1899

5 ft. 5.25 
in.

(4)  Buried on Gardner Is. Birthplace: Loogan, Wales

Residence: Cogan. A suburb of Cardiff, Wales.

3 One of the 
Arab’s Below (4)

(4)  One of the Arabs Listed Below was also Buried on 
the Beach.

Crew Members who Were Missing After the Ship Wreck (4)

1 James William 
Horne

31 ?? (3)  Birthplace West Hartlepool, UK

Residence: Sandringham Street, Hull, UK

2 Thomas E. Scott 27 5 ft. 9 in.+ Birthplace: West Hartlepool, UK, 1902

Residence: Hurworth Street, West Hartlepool, UK

3 Francis Sumner 18 5 ft. 3 in. Birthplace: Hull, UK, 1911

Residence: Clarence Avenue, Hull, UK

4 Redman Yousef 23 ?? (3) (4) (5)  Birthplace: Aden, Yemen, 1904, His Central 
Register CR1 Card height and eye/hair color fields are 
blank.

5 Saleh Ragee 22       
or 37?

5 ft. 6 in. 
167.64 

cm

(4) (5) Birthplace: Aden, Yemen, Ragee’s Central Register 
Cards (CR1+CR2) list his birth year as 1892 thus age 37.

6 Said Metanna 29 5 ft. 4 in. (4) (5)  Birthplace: Aden, Yemen, 1899

7 Ayed Naif 30 5 ft. 9 in. (4) (5)  Birthplace: Aden, Yemen

8 Ahmed Hassan 27 ?? (3) (4) (5)

9 Ali Hassan 31 ?? (3) (4) (5) Residence: 16 Prince’s Dockside, Hull, UK.

Niku Castaway 5 ft 4 in to 
5 ft 11 in

5 ft. 6 in. to 5 ft. 8 in is the most likely height estimate for 
the castaway’s bones. The range in column 3 is the 90% 
confidence limit for the true average.

Amelia Earhart 5 ft. 7 in. 170.18 cm. Some sources list her height as 5 ft. 8. in.

1. Source of Name, Sex and Age: Public Record Office (PRO), Kew, England, BT 334/89 92813, 
“Deaths at Sea 1929-1932”.  With the exception of Ragee, confirmed by Central Register cards.


2. Source of Height, Eye and Hair Color, Birthday, Place of Birth: PRO, Kew, UK, BT349 and BT350 
“Central Index Register (CR) of Seaman, 1918-1941”.


3. The search for CR cards, in particular CR1 and/or CR10 cards listing height, for Horne, Yousef 
(CR10), Ahmed Hassan, Ali Hassan and for good measure Leslie, is ongoing.  Searching additional 
records, such as crew agreements, lists and perhaps Royal Navy records, is ongoing.


4. In addition to Leslie & Jones 1 of the 6 Arabs above was buried on the beach on Gardner Island.  

5. A Welsh newspaper listed the address for 5 lost Arabs as: 132 Commercial Road, South Shields, UK 

(a boarding house). Ali Hassan is listed elsewhere as residing at 16 Prince’s Dockside, Hull, UK. 
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