18 October 1994 ! Kenton Spading
‘ 1586 Grotto St. N.
St. Paul, Minnesota 55117
Richard Gillespie

Executive Director, TIGHAR

2812 Fawkes Drive

Wilmington, DE

19808 USA

Ric,

This cover letter transmits information regarding some archival and
general research that was done in St. John's, Newfoundland.

On 23 September 1994, Jim Carucci and me visited: the map library
at the Memorial University of Newfoundland; the Provincial Archives
of Newfoundland and Labrador; and the Department of Environment and
Lands, Air Photo and Map Library. Our goal was to research changes
in geographic features (e.g. water levels/pond features) and
place-names on the Cape Shore of Newfoundland.

We discovered two topographic maps with scales that were useful for
our purposes (1:50,000 and 1:250,000). Both map series are still
in print and are currently in their 3rd editions. In an effort to
research the aforementioned changes, we endeavored to find copies
of editions 1 and 2 for each scale. I will list my observations of
them separately. I will reference Goose Pond (47° 2.548'N, 53°
56.152’ W) (our Gull Pond), Great Gull Pond, Turfy Pond, English
Pond, and Hickeys Pond (and a few others) as examples of changing
map features and place names. All of the ponds are labelled on the
edition 3 versions of the maps. The maps were found at Memorial
University map library (709-737-8892). The University also has
copies of the aerial photos taken in 1966. Copies of portions of
selected maps are attached to this letter as enclosures.

EDITION 1, 1:50,000, Placentia, 1 N/4 west half (see Enclosure 1)
(From aerial photos in 1948, printed in 1955)

1. No island appears in the Goose Pond (our Gull Pond)
2. No island appears in the Great Gull Pond,
however, emergent rocks are indicated (x’s).
3. Turfy Pond, English Pond and Hickeys Pond are not labelled.

EDITION No. 2, 1:50,000, Placentia, 1 N/4 (see Enclosure 2)
(From aerial photos in 1966, culture check 1968, printed in 1971)

No island appears in the Goose Pond (our Gull Pond)

No island OR emergent rocks appear in the Great Gull Pond.
Turfy Pond is labelled

English Pond and Hickeys Pond are not labelled

S wn e

EDITION No. 3, 1:50,000, Placentia, 1 N/4 (see Enclosure 3)
(From aerial photos in 1980, culture check 1981, printed in 1985)

1. An island DOES appear in the Goose Pond (our Gull Pond)
2. An island AND emer. rocks appear in the Great Gull Pond.
3. Turfy Pond, English Pond and Hickeys Pond are ALL labelled
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Summary:

1. I am not suggesting that we were searching in the wrong
pond. We certainly have reasons to believe cultural activity of
some sort occurred within our search area. However, issues like

the dynamic nature of the maps described here and the reference to
Great Gull Pond in a letter to the government indicates that
research into historical maps of the area is necessary.

2. Additional research should be conducted in England in
regards to the Avro/Martin/Judge correspondence.

3. Additional effort should be put forth to obtain a sample
of paint from the landing gear (White Bird) in France for
comparison to paint on artifact 1-21-1.

4. The conversation with Mr. Munn indicates the pond site was

not as inaccessible as previously thought. The existence of
amphibious vehicles in the area presents many possibilities for the
deposition of pieces of iron on land and in the water. The

probability of a piece of iron/metal arriving at the pond by a
Weasel 1is much greater than the chance of it falling out of the
sky. It still, however, does not explain the alleged discovery of
large pieces of metal in remote areas prior to WWII.

Sp. One of the local fisheries wardens told me that the
government hired students to clean up debris around lakes and
rivers in the 1980, s. The group stayed at McGrath’s cabin near

Gull/Goose pond. He did not know what the extent of their project
area was.

6. I would not recommend additional field work at this time
unless additional evidence comes to light to support the existing
or a new hypothesis.

7. The decision to place a memorial monument at or near the
Goose/Gull Pond indicating the possibility of a historical event
occurring at that EXACT place needs careful consideration. There
are still plenty of unanswered questions. A monument to all the
lost trans-Atlantic aviators would be appropriate (in or near St.
John’'s ?27?).

8. I hope you find the attached information useful. I can be
reached at 612.488.8893 (home) or 612.290.5611 (work) if you have

questions or comments.

Sincerely,

Kenton Spading

CF: Jim Carucci
Dave Scott
Jay Veith
Veryl Fenlason
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