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Metal Artifacts
Radio Parts

Screen

2-6-S-21f, 2-6-S-32, 2-6-S-43

2-6-S-9, 2-6-S-14, 2-6-S-40, etc.

These objects appear to be damaged components
associated with large radio vacuum tubes of the type
used at U.S. Coast Guard Unit 92, the Loran station
at the southeast tip of Gardner Island. Because we
have collected 20 shell casings from .30 caliber M-1
Carbine ammunition, several pieces of broken ceramic
dinnerware (one of which bears the Coast Guard logo),
and an anecdote from a veteran describing informal
target practice at the site, we conclude that these
artifacts are all probably attributable to a limited number
of Coast Guard visits to the site between July 1944 and
May 1946.

Fine copper screening, usu2-6-S-14
ally found in strips roughly 4
inches wide by as much as 21
inches long, and occasionally in
larger sheets, was found distributed along a line from the ridge
to the southern end of the examined area. A total of approximately 414 square inches of
screen was recovered. Flying
insects are not generally a problem on Nikumaroro and even
the windows on the (still standing) cookhouse of Galllagher’s
residence in the village have no
screens. Screening was used,
however, to keep leaves, birds
and rats out of stored water and
we suspect that the screening
found at the Seven Site was once
used for that purpose. However,
the screening found at the Seven
Site is lighter in weight and has a slightly more open
weave than examples of screening found at the Loran
station and in the settled areas at the west end of the
island.
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Fasteners
2-6-S-03a, 2-6-S-03b
A firm identification
on these fascinating little
objects continues to
elude us but a few
facts we have been
able to nail down
make them all the
more interesting. Each
is comprised of a plate
and a screw. According to engineer Angus
Murray of Sheffield,
England, the screws
are brass American No. 8, 15/ 16˝ length woodscrews
meeting specifications that were current from the
1930s up until 1970. The plates, however, appear to be
aluminum (but apparently not “aircraft” aluminum) and
are definitely amateur-made, rather than manufactured.
A number of theories have been advanced to describe
how they might work and some people have said that
they look vaguely familiar, but no one has yet been able
to produce an example of a similar device. They might
be associated in some way with the sextant box that was
found by Gallagher in 1940, but without an example of
a very similar manufactured item of known utility their
purpose remains a mystery.

deciphered. We then sent the knob to our old friend
Jeff Glickman at Photek Forensic Imaging in Portland,
Oregon. Jeff experimented with a variety of techniques
and found that the best results were achieved by working
with digital photography in the visible spectrum using
very precisely controlled lighting and then processing
the acquired imagery with highly specialized software.
Taking it one symbol at a time, Jeff has so far been able to
establish that the letters on the knob are:
Symbol #

1

2

3

4

5 6

7

8

9 10 11 19

Letter

P A T E N T E D : N O .

and then a seven digit number beginning with 18. That
was as far as he had gotten when we went to press, but
from that much we can say with considerable confidence
that whatever device or appliance the knob was attached
to received a United States utility patent between 1931
and 1933.
Whether Jeff will be able to get all of the other
numbers or not is still unknown, but we’re confident
that he’ll be able to decipher enough of them that
we’ll be able to find the patent office drawings and get
a solid identification of exactly what sort of device
this thing came from. As you might guess, there has
been a great deal of speculation about what that might
be – everything from a kerosene pressure lamp to an
aeronautical navigation instrument – but at least we
have a reasonable expectation that we’ll know for sure
fairly soon.

Knob
2-6-S-45
Ironically, the smallest metal
artifact recovered from the Seven
Site has been the object of the most
intense research. The Nondestructive Testing Laboratory at the United States
Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD examined the knob
using a scanning electron miscroscope and determined
that it was made of lead with a steel reinforcing collar
inside. That was surprising. We expected it to be brass,
aluminum, or even “pot metal” (a cheap alloy),
but not lead. There are raised symbols cast into
the face of the knob but they are illegible due
to “insults” to the soft lead surface – in other
words, the knob has been banged around – and
a build up of what is probably lead oxide
corrosion product.
To make the symbols more legible the Naval Academy lab removed
some of the coating with ultrasound
in plain water. That helped, but the
symbols could still not be reliably
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Glass Artifacts
The following descriptions were submitted by Dr.
Rob Jackson of Pacific Legacy, Inc., Sierra/Central Valley
Division in Cameron Park, CA.

2-6-S-16:

length: 0.95 in.
width: 0.53 in.
thickness: 0.29 in.
weight: 0.11 oz.

20x–200x failed to reveal any small striations or evidence
of contact between glass and hard materials.

TIGHAR comment:
This was the only piece of plate glass found at the
site. We have no idea, at this point, whether it was part
of a window or a lantern or the face of an instrument
of some kind.

Description:

2-6-S-21a:

Colorless, broken, glass, thickness indicates glassware. There are no sharp edges on the entire shard, and
all surfaces exhibit tiny, exfoliated cones of force and
degradation, particularly along the margins. This piece of
glass spent considerable time in a relatively high-energy
water environment where granular/pebble sands were
washed against it with sufficient force to microfracture
the glass hundreds of times. This action obliterated the
edges and any other physical evidence that may have
been on those edges. This small piece of glass is the only
one in the examined assemblage that appears to have
spent considerable time in the surf.

(two pieces)
1: length: 2.62 in.
width: 0.79 in.
thickness: 0.42 in.
weight: 0.54 oz.
2: length: 2.80 in.
width: 1.07 in.
thickness: 0.52 in.
weight: 1.10 oz

TIGHAR comment:
The artifact was found well inland and far beyond
where it could have been deposited by the surf. It seems
most likely that it was moved from a beach environment
to where it was found.

2-6-S-18:
length: 2.72 x 2.76 x 2.51 in.
thickness: 0.06 in.
weight: 0.30 oz.

Description:
Colorless, broken, flat plate
glass fragment, triangular in
shape with one manufactured
edge. The glass fragment was
exposed on one surface to the sun for a long time,
resulting in an irridescent patina on that surface. No
such patina is present on the opposite surface. The
thin, uniform thickness of the plate glass suggests
that is was a window or casing of some kind. There
are small microflake scars on the fractured edges, but
these are commonly created during bending fracture,
as adjacent edges of the glass make contact during
breakage. Examination of the edges under magnification
by a stereo zoom microscope ranging from approximately
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Description:
Two conjoinable, light
amethyst, broken glass
shards, once part of a glass fishing float. The two
conjoinable pieces were broken in a bending fracture
that split the original shard roughly in half, lengthwise.
The reconstructed diameter of the fishing float, based on
curvature of the glass shard, appears to be approximately
165 mm. The glass is relatively free of the air bubbles
that are reported as typical of Japanese glass fishing
floats made of recycled glass. The glass shards exhibit
most of the pontil portion of the float, and the fracture
around the perimeter of the shard is radial, forming an
acute angle from the outside to inside surface of the float.
This acute angle forms a sharp edge on the two distal
ends of the roughly oval-shaped glass shard. The surface
of the fracture exhibits a laminar appearance, reflected
on the exterior surface of the float as thin concentric
lines etched in the glass. This may reflect turning of the
molten glass as it was being hand-blown. Cross-cutting
these laminar lines is a series of radial striations that
reflect the fracture of the shard from the larger float.
The nature of the fracture suggests to me that a sharp
blow may have been delivered at the opposing side of
the float, resulting in a radial fracture, although this is
speculative. The fishing float must have broken several
decades ago, as the fractured surfaces have formed a
light irridescent patina. Such patina is common on glass
artifacts that have been exposed to direct sunlight for a
significant amount of time. The rate of such patination
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is not well understood, and can be discontinuous upon
movement in and out of direct sunlight.
There is no evidence of purposeful secondary flaking
of the edges of the shard. The edges were examined
under a stereo zoom microscope at magnifications
ranging from approximately 20x–200x (relatively low
power). The edges exhibited tiny microflaking that was
intermittent and bifacial. This microflaking is scarcely
visible to the naked eye, and would take only light
pressure to produce. Such flaking is not uncommon
during large flake detachment (i.e., when the fishing float
was struck and broken). In fact, such microflakes can
be observed along the surface of the shard at the edges
of the conjoinable, perpendicular fracture. Because
the edges are 90 degrees, the edges of the conjoinable
pieces would not be suitable for effective cutting, and
it is likely that the microflaking is a consequence of the
shard breaking into two pieces. This does not preclude
the possibility that the microflaking of the sharp distal
edges were created in another way. Such damage could
be the result of trampling or even light use of the edge for
cutting, but the microflaking evidence is inconclusive.
The laminar nature of the sharp, fracture edges
makes it difficult to see micro-striations. Only a few large,
unifacial striations were observed, running diagonal from
the edge across the fractured surface. These striations
are few in number (fewer than ten) and could have been
created by a single incident of abrasion. One would
expect a larger number of striations if the glass shard
was used in a repetitive motion such as cutting. However,
cutting soft material would not create striations. The final
physical examination for evidence of use involved the
morphology of the microflakes themselves. Repetitive
motion would be expected to dull or further microflake
small prominences and protruding arretes (ridges formed
by the intersection of adjacent flake scars). No such
dulling or microflaking was observed.
In summary, after the fishing float was broken and the
shard(s) were created by a forceful impact, the shards
were not subject to any further purpose modification.
Although two edges of the conjoined shards are quite
sharp and suitable for cutting, the glass fragments do
not appear to have been heavily used. If they were used
as tools at all, that use was brief and did not involve
contact with hard or abrasive materials.

TIGHAR comment:
Given the amount of glass in a complete fishing float
and the total lack of other fishing float glass in the area,
it would appear that this object – like the other glass
artifacts found with it – was brought to the site from
somewhere else.
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2-6-S-21b:
length: 1.65 in.
width: 1.18 in.
thickness: 0.21 in.
weight: 0.28 oz.

Description:
Clear, broken, glass, most likely part of a midsection
of an octagonal bottle. The diameter of the section of
bottle represented is estimated to be approximately 45
mm, although the bottle appears to have tapered and
was wider at its distal end. The maximum length and
width of the bottle is cannot be estimated on the basis
of the dimensions of the fragment. Comparison of the
fragment against complete bottles would likely identify
its size and shape. All edges of the bottle exhibit bending
type fractures that are not diagnostic of the nature of
breakage (i.e., purposeful or accidental). However, none
of the edges exhibit any purposeful secondary modification with one possible exception. The intersection of two
fractured margins form relatively sharp, acute points in
three locations. Two of these points do not exhibit any
modification. The third point, however, has been altered
by four small and overlapping flake scars on one face
(the inside surface) and one small flake on the outside
surface. Such small flakes could be coincidentally created
by crushing. The freshness of the flake scars as they
intrude into the patinated inside and outside surfaces
of the bottle fragment indicate that the flake scars are
much more recent (perhaps by decades) than presumed
breakage and exposure of the bottle to the sun and
elements.
All edges of the bottle fragment were examined under
a stereo zoom microscope at magnifications ranging
from approximately 20x–200x. Some small, intermittent
microflaking was noted, but there is no patterning or
regularity in the spacing, frequency, or location of these
flakes. They occur on near 90 degree angled edges that
would not make effective cutting edges and do not
appear to result from use.
One portion of one ridge on the exterior surface
of the bottle appears smoother and more worn than
the other ridge. It is likely that this ridge was exposed
to abrasive forces such as sand or water more than
the other, and may indicate that the bottle or bottle
fragment was partially buried long enough to subject
it to differential wear.

TIGHAR comment:
This artifact was also examined by Dr. Richard Fike,
retired Bureau of Land Management archaeologist for the
State of Utah and an expert in glass bottles. In his opinion
the artifact is more likely to be part of an octagonal
drinking glass rather than a bottle. It was produced
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sometime after the mid-1920s when manganese was first
commonly used as a clearing agent in glass.
This item seems to be part of an object that was
broken and lay partially buried in an abrasive environment for a considerable time before being moved to the

non-abrasive Seven Site environment where it was found.
The crushing damage to one of the points is more recent
than the abrasion damage and apparently occurred after
it was “beachcombed.”

Wood Artifacts
Samples from the remains of two wooden
poles found beside the tank and a broken piece
of finished wood (24 x 1.25 x .5 inches) were
examined by Dr. Regis Miller at the U.S. Forest
Service laboratories in Madison, Wisconsin.
One of the poles, 2-6-SB-45, proved to be a local
hardwood known as kanawa (Cordia subcordata). The other pole, 2-6-SB-46, and the piece of finished wood,
2-6-SB-13, were Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii). Of course, no Douglas fir trees grow on Nikumaroro but
Douglas fir, imported from Canada or the American northwest, was a common building material throughout
the Pacific. The Douglas fir at the Seven site might have come from either the Coast Guard station or the
British-sponsored Gilbertese village.

In the next issue of TIGHAR Tracks we’ll report on what has been learned about faunal material
(animal remains) found at the site and what they might tell us about the person or persons who
dined there. We’ll also, of course, include an update on anything more we’ve learned about the
artifacts still being researched.

Planning Starts for Niku V
Earlier this year the TIGHAR Board of Directors authorized the establishment of an Earhart Project Advisory Council (EPAC for short) made up of
selected scientists, scholars, professionals, and expedition veterans whose
knowledge, skills, and expertise are particularly needed in evaluating the
evidence and data collected to date and in planning the next expedition. A
charter group of about 30 experts in a wide range of disciplines has been
recruited. Most are long-standing TIGHAR members and all are donating
T h e e a r h a r t P r o j e c t their time and expertise.
Advisory Council
Next month, through a generous grant from Select GIS Service, Inc., EPAC
will convene a three day conference at the Oberod
Conference Center in Centreville, Delaware to begin
planning the Niku V Expedition, now scheduled
to take place in the summer of 2004. We’ll report
the results of that meeting in the August issue of
TIGHAR Tracks.

Originally built in 1937 as a private country estate, Oberod
is now operated as a conference center by the Episcopal
Diocese of Wilmington, Delaware.
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