
Artifact 2-1, the navigator’s bookcase recovered by 
TIGHAR’s 1989 expedition to Nikumaroro, is at the 
FBI Laboratories in Washington, DC. Scientists there 
will analyse traces of various substances present on the 
artifact in an attempt to help TIGHAR evaluate the pos-
sibility that the aluminum structure came from Earhart’s 
aircraft. Special thanks to Bill Renz (TIGHAR #0779) of 
Cincinnati, Ohio who arranged this very special favor, and 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for its willingness 
to apply its expertise in the interest of history.

Corroboration of Richard Evans’ account of an unex-
plained water collection device on Nikumaroro in 1944 
(see TIGHAR Tracks Vol. 6 No. 4, “Nor Any Drop To 
Drink”) has been obtained through the efforts of Allen 
Thomas (TIGHAR #1038) of San Bernadino, California. 
After reading of the need to locate the other three Coast 
Guardsmen who were with Evans that day, he succeeded 
in tracking down Herbert Moffitt of Hemet, California 
(even though we had listed him as “Herb Moffett of Hem-
mett, California”). Mr. Moffitt remembers the day and the 
incident. He agrees with Evans’ estimate that the location 
was between one and two miles from the Loran station 
on the eastern shore, but in his recollection the structure 
was not on the beach edge but back about 50 yards “in a 
grove of big softwood trees.” If he’s right we may be able 
to pinpoint the spot through old aerial photography which 
shows the distribution of buka groves in those years.

Allen Thomas was also able to determine that another 
of the group, Brooks MacDonald, died at a VA hospital 
in St. Cloud, Minnesota in October, 1988. He’s now hot 
on the trail of Pharmacist’s Mate Charlie Race, the final 
member of the party that saw the structure.

Expedition preparations have begun for next year’s 
return to Nikumaroro. Oceaneering International, Inc., 
who found the 747 cargo door on the bottom of the Pacific, 
have expressed their desire to help TIGHAR find and 
photograph the Earhart plane. Senior Vice President John 
T. Johnson has presented TIGHAR with an estimated 
cost for Oceaneering’s services which makes clear the 
company’s commitment to this important historical effort 
(that means we think it’s a great deal). The next TIGHAR 
Tracks should include a preliminary budget for the Return 
to Nikumaroro and we’ll be ready to begin fund-raising for 
the expedition. That issue will also include initial volun-
teer selections for the expedition. At this time we antici-
pate an eight person TIGHAR team.  ualifications and 
requirements for TIGHAR expeditions are detailed in the 
box at right.

 
 

AS WE GO TO PRESS ...

TIGHAR’s archeological field work depends upon 
member volunteers. All TIGHAR members are welcome 
to participate in any Level I or Level II expedition at any 
time. For instance, the Project Midnight Ghost Expedi-
tion XX to be held between April 15 and May 1, 1991, is 
a Level I expedition. Anyone can participate in it safely 
if he or she has a basically sound constitution. Searchers 
stay in a local hotel, eat hot meals in a local restaurant, 
have quick and easy access to medical care, and the 
environment is extremely safe. While the work itself is 
not necessarily easy, as it involves a lot of walking up 
hill and down dale, anyone in reasonably good shape 
can do it. So TIGHAR invites any and all of its members 
to come and participate.

For Level III expeditions, though, the team is chosen 
by TIGHAR management from a field of applicants. Any 
TIGHAR member is welcome to apply, but not everyone 
can go, due to the remoteness of the site, the dangers 
of the expedition, the hostility of the climate, the dif-
ficulty of the work to be done, or a combination of all 
of these. On the other hand, team members are not 
expected to pay their own way on a Level III expedi-
tion. To be considered for any Level III TIGHAR expedi-
tion you should complete the following steps:
• Join TIGHAR, or make sure your renewal is up to 

date.
• Participate for a minimum of one week in a level I or 

II expedition.
• Take TIGHAR’s Introductory Course in Aviation 

Archeology.
In addition, to be selected as a participant in a 

Level III expedition, you must be able to meet the fol-
lowing qualifications:
• Be a non-smoker.  No exceptions.
• Be able to participate in the full expedition, includ-

ing any training or familiarization procedures.  There 
is rarely any opportunity to come late or leave 
early.

• The obvious corollary to the above – be able to be 
gone from home and ordinary pursuits for the entire 
period of the expedition, recognizing that no option 
exists for returning home for emergencies once 
embarked.

• Pass a rigorous physical, designed and by prefer-
ence administered by the team physician who will 
have the responsibility for your health while in an 
area remote from hospitals.

• Sign a comprehensive release of liability, assign-
ment of rights, and photographic release in 
TIGHAR’s favor.
For the upcoming Earhart Project expedition, expe-

rience working outdoors in extreme heat is good; so is 
a willingness to listen to the doctor when he points out 
that 4° off the Equator is not a good environment for 
Northern European types to go sun-bathing.

If you have any questions about possible participa-
tion in a particular expedition, please do not hesitate to 
write or call TIGHAR headquarters. In addition to telling 
you what qualifications are needed, Ric or Pat will be 
happy to put you in touch with people who have par-
ticipated in other expeditions.

PARTICIPATING IN 
TIGHAR EXPEDITIONS
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