More on the Lighter
Work is continuing in an attempt to find out all we
can about the cigarette lighter found on Nikumaroro’s
southwest beach (see TIGHAR Tracks Vol. 5 No. 5). So
far we can find no unique markings or features which
might allow us to connect the artifact to a particular
source but W.T. Chase, Head Conservator at the Smithsonian Freer Gallery of Art, has performed a laboratory
examination of the lighter and has offered his opinion
that the accumulation of cuprite crystals (a product of
oxidation) visible under magnification indicates that the
lighter had been in the highly corrosive sands of Nikumaroro for “fifty to sixty years.” That puts it within the
time frame of the Earhart disappearance in 1937 and
the USS Bushnell survey in 1939 rather than the World
War II and postwar period. That corresponds with
Miami lighter expert Jack Seiderman’s opinion that
the lighter was sold in the U.S. sometime in the early
1930s. What is clear is that an expanded metal detector
survey needs to be done along the island’s beach front
and that work will be incorporated in next year’s return
to Nikumaroro.
Artifact 2-7, cigarette lighter.
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Navigator’s station, NR16020, starboard side looking aft.

Not Even Close, and
Definitely No Cigar
Previous attempts to establish physical proof
of Earhart’s fate have been disappointing. In 1960
Fred Goerner (The Search for Amelia Earhart,
Doubleday, 1966) recovered an aircraft generator from the bottom of Tanapag Harbor, Saipan.
Earhart’s former technical advisor, Paul Mantz,
announced at a press conference, “[I]t looks just
like the generator I put aboard AE’s plane,” but
an inspection by the Bendix Corporation later
established that the part “...did not come from the
plane in which Amelia Earhart disappeared ... .”
In 1961 Goerner tried again with bones dug
up on Saipan. Pathological analysis found the
hypothesis that they were the remains of Earhart
and Noonan to be “not supported.”
A 1979 expedition to the Marshall Islands
recovered a fragment of what was thought to be
the mysterious “silver container” allegedly buried
by Earhart and Noonan prior to their supposed
capture by the Japanese (Amelia Earhart: The
Final Story, Loomis/Ethell, Random House, 1985)
Analysis, however, showed it to be a nondescript
piece of sheet metal.
In 1988 Witness to the Execution (T.C. “Buddy”
Brennan, Renaissance House) proclaimed a fragment of cloth found buried on Saipan to be the
blindfold used in Earhart’s execution by the Japanese. Brennan’s witness, a Mrs. Blas, claimed to
have seen the soldiers “tear the blindfold from her
face and throw it into the hole” before shooting
her. No explanation is offered for this procedure
(at TIGHAR we generally leave the blindfold on
when we shoot prisoners) nor for the absence of
any bones in the alleged grave. Analysis of the
“blindfold” showed it to be simply a piece of cotton
cloth.

