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The Zipper
The Talon zipper, TIGHAR 

Artifact 2-8-S-3, mentioned 
in the August 2007 TIGHAR 
Tracks is also proving to 
be interesting. Laboratory 
analysis confirmed that it’s 
brass (Winterthur Analytical 
Lab Report 8/25/07) and 
research into the history 
of Talon, Inc., with the help 
of the Hagley Library and 
Archive in Wilmington, 
DE and the Crawford 
County Historical Society 
in Meadville, PA, suggests 
(but does not yet confirm) 
that it is a design that was 
in production in 1937 and 
is unlike zippers that were 
supplied to the military. 
If the zipper found at the 
Seven Site on Nikumaroro 
belonged to Earhart it was 
probably from her slacks and not from her leather 
jacket which had a heavier zipper with a different 
shaped pull. Noonan’s trousers probably still had 
a button fly. Zipper fronts were still quite rare on 
men’s pants in 1937. Research continues.

Broken BoTTles
Broken glass associated with four bottles was 

recovered from the Seven Site.
 E Coding embossed on the bottom of a small, 
broken clear glass bottle (all we have is the 
bottom) shows that it was made at the Owens-
Illinois plant in Bridgeton, NJ in 1933. Chemical 
analysis of material stuck in one corner of the 
bottom shows it to be comprised of lanolin and 
oil. This style of bottle, known as an “Imperial 
Oblong,” came in several sizes and was used 
for many types of over-the-counter lotions and 
tonics.

 E The broken and, in some cases partially melted, 
pieces of an amber-colored bottle were found 
in one of at least five “burn features” (deposits 
of ash, charcoal, burned fish, turtle and bird 
bone) at the site. New Mexico State University 
Alamogordo bottle expert Bill Lockhart has 
helped us determine that the amber glass 
appears to be from an American pre-war 

Ooops! It’s always a good idea to check your zipper when there 
are photographers around. Amelia in Miami in late May 1937 
during the world flight. TIGHAR Collection.

TIGHAR Artifact 2-8-S-2a is the bottom of a bottle of the same 
design, but somewhat smaller than, a vintage bottle acquired 
for TIGHAR by Rick Jones (TIGHAR 2751).
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returnable beer bottle. The lower portions of the bottle are significantly more 
heat damaged than the upper portions, suggesting that the bottle once stood 
in the fire.

 E In the same burn feature with the amber bottle were the broken and, in some 
cases partially melted, pieces of a smaller green-colored bottle. Rick Jones 
(TIGHAR 2751) found that the shape and markings on the bottle match a 
design patented in 1933. The bottle is of a type that was produced by Owens-
Illinois for over-the-counter medications. This bottle also appears to have 
once stood in the fire.

TIGHAR Artifact 2-8-S-25 
is a broken bottle similar 
to the American pre-war 
returnable beer bottle 
pictured. Fragments: 
TIGHAR photo. Bottle: 
Courtesy Bill Lockhart.

TIGHAR Artifact 2-8-S-27 is a broken green bottle that 
matches U.S Design Patent 90023.




