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.f‘ 3 fReport on the Progress and Activities of the
k=3 <l Gardner Island Co-operative Store for the :
i year 1939, i
= %
"z During the complete absence of normal trading facilities i
: a Co-operative Store has been eastablished on each of the islands in the

Phoenix Group now cccupled by the Gilbertese., 1t 1s important to
understand that the use of the word "Co-operative" 1is, in fact, a |
misnomer. For want of s TmExeywmrd better word, these storss are known
to the natives as "boboti", the plural form of a Gilbertese word
meaning to collect, which, by modern usage, has now become a noun
implying the meaning "Co-operative". In point of fact, these venturss 2
are co-operative only in the sense that it 1s proposed that a part of &
any profit derived shall be used for the corporate oenefit of the i
people of the island concerned., he entlre capital of the stores, as =
well as buildings and fittings, are, at present, the property of the
Administration. It is hoped that, by setting aside annually a certain
percentage of the profits, the stores may, eventually, accumulate a
reserve fund of sufficient size to provide their own capital.

2. The Gardner Island store was opened in January, 1939, and
started operations under two very severe handicaps. No Europsan office
: was stationed on the island at that time and, although careful
instructions were given to the Nagistrate as to the lmportance of ¥
keeping proper records of all transactlions, the task proved beyond his™
powers and the sub-accountant, on returning to the lsland some months
later, was proudly presented with a mass of oapers and books whlch had
obviously been compiled at very great labour but which were also J)E
nately, enbirely meaningless, Government ratlon lssue figures, =
j e¢s and sundry other itema were so intermlngled as to “ g
tals which bore no relations whatever to ths affairs -
tore. Fortunately, the Magistrate had no falth in
‘boocks and had arr.nged his cash 1b s number of
the name of the article sold, so that, a check |
tore was possible, 1t is a credit to Lhe
nting was less than 17§ and the
» and flour - it beling 'y
ds of flour out of a 50 1b, Dag.
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