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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS
July 5, 1937

vr. Tsuneo Hayama, /

Second Secretary, Japanese lLmbag 3?4‘354
STE

CONVERSATIUN:

Mr. Ballantine. ( JU o "Fﬂf&'s

bub,‘jec‘t;' bearch for rFlane of Amelia Earhart

ur. Hayama informed Mr. Ballantine over the telephone
that the Japanese Embassy had received an urgent telegram

from Tokyo asking that inquiry be made of this Government
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qwheﬁper the Japanese Govermment could be of assistance in
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onn%ctinn‘ With the search for Amelia sarhart, in view of
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the ract‘that Japen had radio stations and warships in the
I~

Marsh&ll Islanda. kr, Ballantine expressed his appreciation

orpjthe kind offer of the Japanese Government and said that

he would refer it at once to the authorities of the American
Government.

Mr. Ballantine got into touch with kir. Hornbeck who
communicated with Admirsl Leahy. Uur. Ballantine then com-
municated to Mr. Hayama the reply of Admiral Leahy, which
reply sr. Hornbeck had relayed to mr. Ballantine. Mr. Bal-
lentine told Mr. Haysma that the Navy had received a fainz.__‘_
message which offered a clue that Miss Earhart's plane %
might be down at a spot about 200 miles north of Howlana <
Isleand, thet the U.S.S. LEXINGTON was now on its way to Ehac_:_,‘\
spot from the Pacific Coast, and the COLORADO from Honolulu?%
but that as the spot in question was some days sailing
distant, if the Japanese Government had any

vessels
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vessels which could reach the spot earlier any assistance
they could give would be appreciated. Mr. Ballantine said
that the search was being directed by the Naval Commandant
at Honolulu, and suggested that the Japanese Navy get into
touch with the Commandant for latest developments and in
regard to arrangements for cooperstion. Mr. Hayama said

that the Embassy would telegraph Tokyo immediately.
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