THE COLORADC LOOROUT

DOMAIN OF NEPTUNUS REX ENTERED
BY COLORADO

(Continued from page one)

the air iz again polluted with the poiaon. |

ous breath of chlorstic landlubbers,

And so with a threatening gesture
that boded ill for the now gualing polly-
wogs, he dizappeared over the side with
the parting salvo, *'You will hear from
Hiz Majesty and myself on the morrow!""

Mow indeed was there uneasziness,
anxiety, and agitation aboard the
hitherto peaceful COLORADD, In vain
did our distinguished ecivilian guests
appeal to the Bxecutive Officer, Comidr,
D. B. Beary, to do something about the
gituation, for was he not under indict-
ment himself?! He waz for truth! In
further wain did pollywogs seek out
shipmates for adviee and proteetion.
Pitiful appeals were met with smupg
grins and haruspical shakes of the head.
In final vain did the pollywops have ul-
timate recourze to the ehaplain for guid-
ance and direction ... he was engrossed
in preparing a convineing story for his
own defenze!

It has been said that the awaiting
anticipation of an evil is infinitely
worse than ita actual materialization,
If =0, then more than &00 pollywogs
died a thousand deaths that night. Here
and there faint whispers of mutiny
floated thru the air but the idea was
quickly abandoned when it was dis-
covered that guards had already been
gtationed aboard tohandle any attempted
movement along these lines, Thers was
nathing todo therefore but to resignedly
await the dreaded morrow and throw
onesalf on the elemency of the court,

The sun came up in its vaual blistery
faghion on the morning of the eigth and
to the jowous relief of the condermned a
veprieve was granted. Indeference to
the urgency and seriovsness of the
mmission which broupht the COLORADO
into his domain (that of searching for
the lost Earhart plane) Meptunus Rex
withheld hig penal hand until the fol-
lowing day, Would now that court had
heen held on the appointed day instead
of & day later! The vindietiveness of
His Majesty roge in proporticn to each
hour of delay and broke forth on the
morning of 9 July with all the fury of a
tropieal tempest. Judgmenta were

hastily deereed and swiftly executed. |
There was no appeal to s higher court.,, |
| pwer Lthe side'’, ploricus zensation of

the Boyal Court WAS, 13, and will
ALWAYS REMAIN, the highest eourt
of the seas.

Impartially each one was made to run
the gauntlet, and if you think Olympic
track teams hold a corner onapeed and

enduranee for the hundred yard dash,
yvour belief would have undergone im-
medigte revision upen seeing the gaunt-
let sprinters on thizs oceasion. With

heads thrown back, chests extended, |

armms fying, legs pumping lke well-oiled
pistons, anyone of the five hundred
would have been a worthy match for
the best of Ben Hur's stables,

But, ag the old Homana were wont to
aay, ““Cui bono, cui bono?'" which trans-
lated into Navy parlance means, ““Aw,
whal's the use!"' The end of the line
was but the beginning of the real aa-
tanical harassment. With fendish delight
the roval undertalker went about the
huginess of seleeting his vietims Tor the
eoffin; withdiabolical precision villainous
executioners pounced upon defenseless
vietims and slapped them in the mur-
derous stocks. On the operating tahle

the royal doctor and his staff of Viking |
internes tonsillectomized with despatch |

a quota of strugpling gasping patients,
while the practice of the royal dentist
that day would cause any vetorinary to
gigh with envy. Mor was it a dull day
for the barbers who kept two chairs
occupied constantly from morning until
noon, To the eredit of the roval barhers,
hewever, it must be said that they ex-
pended every cffort to obtain the best
grade of fuel oil available to apply as a
shaving cream. Not of them can it be
gaid that they spared the engineering
acore to spoil their customers.

Witnezsing all this as we stood misera-
bly and dazedly inline awailing our sum-
mons added materially to the high
standard of morale affected by pollywopgs
on all sides. We felt sure it waz humanly
impessible for any of ua to survive long

| enough to reach the barber chajr. But,

ah me and alackaday, the resistance
of the human body to physical punish-
ment. is amagzing and just as we were
sure Lhe last spark of life was winging
itz way heavenward (or otherwise)
gensitivity was restored by a plunge
into invigorating salt water ... and the
gtrupgle for existance began all over
again ... up, under, up, under, yell
“shellback'”, wnder, up, gasp, gasp,
well “shellback™, under again, up again,
Give him the works'', under, mereiful
drowning, up on top apain, “heave him

sliding peacefully to a bhaven of rest
and zocurity.

“Tts all over,” comforts the sub-
conscienee, “vou're a shellback now.™
And then to the prodding of electrieally
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HALTS CRUISE
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the fliers, in all probability, erashed in
the open sea, Knowledge that Mrs. Put-
nam failed to reach Howland or nearby
inhahited Baker Island, and was not in
the desolate Phoenix group, left omly
the Gilbert Islands, still farther to the
zouth, as the only remaining land in the
region.

Remotenezz of the Gilberts meant that
digcovery of the lost fliers there could
be little leas than a miraele.

The COLORADD not only scouted a
vast area herself, but also directed op-
erations of the Coast Guard Cutter Itases
and the Navy aireraft tender Swan pend-
ing arrival of Destroyer Squadron Two,

The most dramatic moment of the
gearch, after the opening hours had
elapsed, was afforded by the flight of
the COLOBRADO's three planes over
lonely Hull Island in the Phoenix group.

Hull is the only inhabited island of the
group. Some 200 natives, wearing noth-
ing but loin cloths, ran shouting from
their grass huts when the Vought Cor-
aairs flew low overhead, seemingly ap-
pearing out of nowhere.

Li. J. {h Lambrecht, senior aviator,
brought his plane to a landing in the Hull
lagoon, and heard from the Rritish resi-
dent manager who was paddled in an
outrigger canoe by the natives Lo the
plane that no one on the island knew
that a world flight had been started, let
alone that a search was in progress.

Aviators who took part in the search,
in addition to Lisut. Lambrecht, ware
Lieuts. {jz) L, O, Fox and W, B, Short,
and Aviation Cadets J. A, Wilson, W.
Jordan and K. A. Leake,

charged prongs you are on your startled
feet apain with a third lease on life.
What is that stretehing out hefore your
migly eyes? Surely...no, it ean't be, .. not
another gauntlet! But itis... as your
stinging flesh will testify for the next
twenty-four hours. Well, so be it! Up
and thru it for it marks the endof your
trail az a pollywog and the heginning
of a new lifeas a SHELLEACK!

And so, as the COLORADOQ zails
serenely back to the mainland alter an
extended BEOTC cruise, there is song,
high elation from stem to stern for the
ghip is now on Neptune's priority list
a3 ONEHUNDEREED FERCENT
SHELLBACK!

— A. F. H.

NOTE: {Colorade crossed the Equator
at Longitude 174 Weat).
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