The Murfin Report.

Admiral Murfin was the Commandant of the Fourteenth Naval District headquartered
at Pear] Harbor, Oahu. On July 2, 1937 he was put in charge of the U.S. Navy’s efforts to
find the lost Earhart flight. Four days later, the Coast Guard cutter Itasca was added to
his command. Reproduced here is Murfin’s report which served as a preface to the Report
of Earhart Search made up of the combined reports of the ship commanders under his

authority. Those reports are included individually on this DVD.
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OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT
FOURTEENTH NAVAL DISTRICT
AND

NAVY YARD, PEARL HARBOR, HAWAII, U. 8. A. WAL /=
JUL §171837
From: Commandant, Fourteenth Navel District,
6 &% The Chilef of Naval Operations.
Subject: Report of Earhart Search, 2-18 July, 1937.

Enclosures: EA} Dispatch file.
B) Commanding Officer, Coast Guard Cutter,
ITASCA, report.

C) Photostat ITASCA Track Chart.

D) Commanding Officer, USS COLORADO, report.

E) Photostat COLORADO Track Chart, Sheet 1.

F n n n n n 2.

G) Photostat USS SWAN Track Chart. .

H) Photostat USS LAMSON Track Chart.

I) Photostat USS DRAYION Track Chart.

J) Photostat USS CUSHING Track Chart

K) Commending Officer LEXINGITON Group Report.
Lign Amelis Earhart Putnam and Fred J. Noonan, engaged

in a land plane flight around the world, departed Lae, New
Guinea, at 1000, 2 July (zone-minus-ten-time), or 2400, 1 July,
G.C.T., for Howland Island. The flight was guarded by the Uss
ONTARIO at approximately midpoint of the flight and by the
U.S.C.G.C. ITASCA at Howland. The USS SWAN was on station mid-
way from Howland and Honolulu to guard the next leg of the
flight. Except for the services of the ONTARIO and the SWAN
and weather reports from the Fleet Air Base, Pearl Harbor, the
Navy had no connection with the flight.

2 At 1100, 2 July, information was received that
failure of the flight was imminent, and shortly thereafter that
the plane was believed to be down.

3. At 1400, 2 July, the Commandant conferred with the
Commander, Minecraft, Battle Force (the Senior Officer Present
Afloat), and the Commanding Officer, Fleet Air Base, Pearl Har-
bor. It was agreed that no naval vessel stationed in Hawalian
waters was sultable for search operations in the distant area
and that a PBY seaplane could reach Howland Island and under
,§ggg§§ble conditions could carry out limited operations, bas-

ng oi, the ITASCA. The Department was so informed. Meanwhile,

1

' .._.the Department had directed the Commandant of the Fourteenth
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Subject: Report of Earhart Search, 2-18 July, 1937.

Naval District to use all available naval facilities in the
search. Accordingly, it was declded to dispatch a seaplane to
Howland and at 1923, 2 July, patrol plane 6-P-3, Lieutenant

W. W. Harvey, commanding, departed from Pearl Harbor Howland
Island. The ITASCA was directed to stand by at Howland to tend
the plane and the SWAN to proceed toward Howland.

4, The Department promptly approved the recommendation
that the COLORADO, then in Honolulu, be diverted from her
R.0.T.C. Cruise to join the search, and the COLORADO was at
2115, 2 July, ordered to proceed, when fueled. In a conference
with the Commanding Officer, USS COLORADO, prior to his depart-
ure from Pearl Harbor, he was given all information then avail-
able, and it was agreed that the COLORADO should first search
the southeast quadrant from Howland and the Phoenix Islands.

5. The patrol plane, commanded by Lieutenant Harvey
and manned by the following personnel, proceeded toward Howland
through the night of 2-% July, contacting the SWAN enroute on
schedule.,

PERSONNEL, PATROL P 6=pP—

Lieutenant W. W. Harvey, commanding.
Lieutenant Ejgg W. M. Drane
Lieutenant (Jg) E. S. Lytle
Aviation Cadet P. W. Smith
W. C. Curry, A.C.M.M.
E. J. McCormick, C.R.M.
F. M. Williams 3d. R.M. 2-c.
C. L. English, A.M.M.2-c.

At 0710, 3 July, Lieutenant Harvey reported:

2003 APPROXIMATE POSITION LAT 06-35 LONG 72-00
PERIOD LAST TWO HOURS IN EXTREMELY BAD WEATHER
BETWEEN ALTITUDE 2000 AND 12000 FEET SNOW SLEET
RAIN ELECTRICAL STORMS PERIOD IN DAYLIGHT CON-
DITIONS LOOK EQUALLY BAD CLOUD TOPS APPEAR TO BE
18000 FEET OR MORE PERIOD AM RETURNING TO PEARL
HARBOR NOW HAVE 900 GALLONS FUEL ON BOARD 1710

B Vessels were dispatched from Pearl Harbor to guard
the return flight of plane 6-P-3 in case of fuel exhaustion,
but the prudence and skill of personnel safely returned the
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plane to Pearl Harbor at 1926, 3 July, after being in bthe air
for 24 hours and 5 minutes and flying approximately 2570 sea
miles, TFaultless two-way coru:unication was maintained through-
out the flight of the plane; navigation was accurate, as evi-
denced by contacts with surface vessels and landfall, all of
which occurred precisely on schedule. This performance of

duty reflects great credit on Lieutenant Harvey and the officers
and men ol his crewv.

e The Department inguired as to the feasibility of
seaplane search operations bzsineg on Johnston Island. The
Commendant considered this impracticable, due to the 2200 mile
turn around between iHeowland and Johnston Islands and stated
that if a more extensive search than possinle with the CCLORADO,

ITASCA, and Suall ®erc desired, a carrier would be the rost
nracticable and efficient unit.

B. The LUXI.IZI0W Group was organized on 4 July, consist-
ing of the LEXTNGTO0M, LaAlS0H, DR.‘VLO_‘, CUSEING, and PERKING (the
last vessel was leter detached from the zroup, due to machinery
trouble). Under comriend of Captain J. S. Dowell, Commender,
Destroyer 3Sguadron Two, this :roup was expeditiously assembled
and deperted 7or lawali, Tfor Tuel, thence to nroceed to the
search area.

o The I:4SCA nmeanwhile had resumed her search operations
in the vicinity of Howland Island, as shovn in her report and
wrach eharte e ﬁ’??lcultles conPronflnﬂ her mair bc inTerred

-

frox: the Tollowin- dispatehes:

FROLI: TIXaSCa
T0 : CO.IAWSEC
I.FP0: COLTRANDIV

6002 YCUR 6002 1401 B kaVE EsD NO TOSITIONS
CCLdA SPuiD5S ColiA CR COURSES fRO:! EARHARTS
PLAVE EXCEP?Y SC C:LLED LINE Qf ¥OSITIOL AT 0843
WialICH HAD 10 REFERECE PCILIL TERIOL 5XE GAVE US
0GE 0 dER DEARIUGS TBRIOD =ZLIBVE Sik PaSSED
0 FoRT A8D WEST OF IQLJ;D A20U07 0800 AND

1 I88ED IT I THE SLARE O RLIING 8Ul. THOUGH

WE ERE SLIORIN HEATITY A obAN ”FTS TERIOD
JUDGE SEE CAll 0L BET.IZT 337 AND 90 TROM
HELLAD a0 SLEETH lOO LMILES PERIOD IAVE
SROADCAST A5 TILDICATID 1402

£
& o
6002 YOUR 6002 1401 WE HAVE HAD NO POSITIONS e

COMMA SPEEDS COMMA OR COURSES FROM EARHARTS
PLANE EXCEPT SO CALLED LINE OF POSITION AT 0843
WHICH HAD NO REFERENCE POINT PERIOD SHE GAVE US
NONE OF HER BEARINGS PERIOD BELIEVE SHE PASSED
TO NORTH AND WEST OF ISLAND ABOUT 0800 AND
MISSED IT IN THE GLARE OF RISING SUN THOUGH

WE WERE SMOKING HEAVILY AT THAT TIME PERIOD
JUDGE SHE CAME DOWN BETWEEN 337 AND 90 FROM
HOWLAND AN WITHIN 100 MILES PERIOD HAVE
BROADCAST AS INDICATED 1402
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FROM: ITA3CA
TO : COMSAIIPRIICIZCC DIVN
INFO: COLHAWN SHCTION

6002 eeeseeese e BARHART OHLY nCIYC:LEDGED

RECEIVING ITaSCs SIGNALS OnCE aAlD DID WOT
41ISWER L":STIOAu a3 0 POSI”IOH COuRoh SﬁddD
OR EPECTSD TILE ARRIVAL PERIOD LARE: USED

VOICE EIJIHALv S3TATIC INTZRFERENCE HB¢VV AND
ITASCA RICEPTION “RATTBC’ARY I EARLY HOURS

.l‘-.‘ﬁ....‘.........O................1945

The ITASCA was covering en area along the probable earhart track
when appnarently reliable radio intercents indicated that the
Barhart plane was 281 miles north of FHowland. The Sl was
approaching that vicinity enroute to Howland and was directed

to conduct coordinated search with the ITiSCA. The steanship
IT’00RSBY also Jjoined in the Iruitless search of this area.

10. On 6 July, the Cormandant, Fourteenth Naval District,
was directed to take charse of all naval forces ensaged in the
search. The ITASCA was also directed by Coast Guard Headgquarters
to operate under the Comuiandant's authority. JAccordingly, the
Commanding Officer, USS CCLORaADO, then approaching the area, was
directed to take chzrce of a2ll vessels in the area and conduct
a coordinated search until the arrival of Commander, Destroyer
Sguadron Two, when the latter would take over com:and.

1l The detulls of the search were left to the discre-
tion of the Commandins O0fficer, USS COLORADO. The decision to
search the quadrant southeast from Howland and the Phoenix Islands
still appeared to be sound. The search was conducted as shown
in the Commanding Officer, USS COLORADO, report, enclosure (P).

No evidence of the flyers or their plane was found. However, by
eliminating that quadrant, the LEXINGTON Group was later enabled
to plan and execute a more practicable and more extensive search
of the western semicircle from Howland. B

12, In order to release the CCLORADO at the earliest : Z)
practicable date, it was decided that she should complete the ﬁ( 3@
search of the Phoenix Island and vieinity, then proceed to ren-
dezvous with and fuel the LILXIIGTCH Group destrorers. This was
done on 12 July and the COLORXRADO released fron further duty in
connection with the search. The result of her operations was
definitely to establish that neither the plane nor its passen-
gers were ashore in the Phoenix Group and therefore that they
were not on any known land within 450 miles of FHowland and that
they were not afloat in the extensive areas searched by the ship
and her three seaplanes. The duty was efficiently performed under

-
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conditions of con:iderable hazard, due to the inadecuacy of
surveys of the waters traversed. During the period of his com-
mand of the searchinz force, the Commendings Officer of the
COLORADO, Captain W. L. Friedell, exercised sound judgement

and effective direction of the units at his disposal.

13, While the LEXINGION Group was fueling at Lahaina
and Pearl Harbor, the Commandant held a conference with the
Comraander, Destroyer Sguadron Two, the Comianding OfTicer of
the LEYX.INGTOI, and senior conmanders in the District at which
all available inform=tion 2nd studies of the weather and probable
location of the Earhart plane were made available to the
LEXTIIGTOL Croup. The daily search plan for the ILEXINGTON
Group vwas submitted and accexted, The details of the studies
and assumptions are included in those set forth in Comnander,

IBYIIGD0E Croup reporti, enclosure (K), and are omitted from
this report for the sake of brevity.

14, Commander, Destroyer 3yuadron Two, took over com-
mand of =1l units in the search area on 11 July and put into
effect his search plan, based on the information available up to
that time and subject to certain limitations of fuel and
endurance of the vessels in his comruasnd. The LEINGTON was
recuired to comnlste the operatvion snd return to the West Coast
with the fTuel on hoard., The ITASCA and SVaiil could operate
until 16 July and reach Honolulu without refueling. The des-
trayers could mnatenh the LENINZI0N'S time limit, There was
thus an absolute maxinum of nine successive days Tor opera-
tlons in the search area. Prudence dictated a reduction of
this time to seven days' operations in order to provide a
reserve., In order to insure cn elficient search despite some
anticipated had weather, the Commandant directed that the pl
provide for not more than seven days of searching and he sub—
sequently directed that it terminate on 18 July, if zood weather
prevailed on 17 and 18 July, otheruise the search should end on
19 July., The Commander, Destroyer Sguadron Two, accordingly
laid out and executed his vlan of search, as shown in his re-
port attached.

o
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Subject: Report of Earhart Search, 2-18 July, 1937.

18. The detalls of the plan and the reasons for its
various provisions were sound and met with the full approval of
the Commandant. The operation was well conceived and skillfully
executed. It reflects great credit on the Search Commander,
Ceptain J. S. Dowell, and on the commanding officers, officers,
and crews of the vessels and plane squadrons under his command.

V/ 16. The performance of duty of the Commanding Officer

of the Coast Guard Cutter ITASCA, Commender,W. K. Thompson,
U.S.C.G., has been commended by letter to his immediate superior.
His intelligent and zealous conduct of the initial phase of

the search under most trying conditions deserves especial com-
mendation. His reports, together with the wholehearted c6-
operation of the Commander, Hawaiian Section, U. S. Coast Guard,
were of great assistance to the subsequent conduct of operations
by the Navy. The performance of the ITASCA was excellent in

all respects throughout the flight and the search. Careful
study of all communications and other information pertaining to
the flight, and the preparations therefor, indicate clearly

that the ITASCA left nothing undone to insure the safe comple-
tion of the Earhart flight.

Y/ 17, The USS SWAN was the smallest vessel engaged in the
search and the last to return to port. She was at sea for
thirty-seven days during vhich she steamed approximately 7,000
miles. Despite the onerous operating conditions involving short-
age of provisions and supplies, she carried out all assigned
duties in a manner reflecting great credit on the commanding
officer, Lieutenant H. F. MacComsey, the officers and crew,
During her entire cruise there occurred no machinery failure

nor a single sick day.

v 18. It is most gratifying that there occurred no e
serious injury to men or material in the very extensive and .~
sometimes hazardous operations of ships and planes.,
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i 1l9. To Summarize briefly:

The initial phase of the search was based on the
ITASCA's well measoned belief that the plane was north of
and fairly near Howland. A reasonably complete search of this
area was made on 2-3 July. Then, on the strength of radio
intercepts which appeared too reliable to be ignored, the
gearch shifted to the westward and then 281 miles to north-
ward of Howland. Both areas were searched without success and
subsequent analysis discredits the radlo intercepts on which
this search was based.

The second phase of the search moved to the south-
eastern quadrant on the basis of radio intercepts and bearings
end other considerations which indicated the plane was on land
and probably in the Phoenix Islands. With this assumption

-6~
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eliminated, the third ohase was logically based on the assump-
tion that ine plane had landed in the water probably within

two hundred miles of Eowland and that the subsequent drift of
wreck or boat would have moved well to the westward and north-
westward in the 11 day interval prior to arrival of the LEXING-
TON.

The LEYI{GION Group covered an area approximately
300 miles square to the west and northwest of Howland which
included all probable positions of plene or passengers if
afloat. As an additional but unlikely possibility the Gilbert
Islands werc searched. It is regretably unreasonable to con-
clude other than that the unfortunate fliers were not above
water upon conclusion oZ the search,

lilles steamed by vessels enroute to and during

the search 48,000
Miles Tlown by plenes 149,000
Flane hours in air 1,654
Sgusre miles segrched:
By vessels 94,800
By aircraflt 167,481
TGI‘"LL Hﬁzing
'/ 20, Due to the gzeogzravhic location of the search area

and the composition of the force, certain features of the search
were of outstanding interest:

The extensive weather and current data should pvove
a valuable conitribution to our knowledge of the area.

It is believed that the plan used by the LEXINGTON
and her squadrons is unigue, and was particularly well designed
for the management of widely separated Tforces and for com-
munications conceraing the operation.

The experience in false nessages, interference, and
confusion on critical freguencies indicates the need for some
provision for authoritative control of such freguencies in
emergency. Obviously, such reslistic radio programs as the
March of Time should not be broadcast when they may affect re-
lief measures in progress.

If the Navy or the Coast Guard are to be involved in
future private transocean flights, the licensing authority
for such flights should be prevailed upon to require from the
fliers a specific minimum performance in giving to those con-
cerned reliable information prior to and during the progress of
the flight. ey
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Subject: Report of Earhart Search, 2-18 July, 1937.

V/ 21. It may be assumed that the Navy will be called upon
to attempt rescue of crew and passengers of a transpacific
clipper should one unfortunately be forced down at sea. Plans
for coordinated rescue effort in the Hawaiian Area have been
under consideration for the last several months. They provide
for joint action by local agencies of the Navy, Coast Guard,
and Pan-American Airways. The greater part of the transpacific
alr route is beyond the effective radius of local forces.
Therefore, it would appear desirable to provide tentative plans
for such rescue effort oy units of the Fleet as may be anticipat-
ed.

V/ 22. Dispatches of particular interest are included in
Enclosure (A); they were selected from a total of 385 dlspatches
concerning the search.

v 23, There are appended reports of the Commanding Officer
U.S.C.G.C. ITASCA; Commanding Officer, USS COLORADO; and Comman-
der, Destroyer Squadron Two, together with track charts of the
vessels and planes participatihg in the search.
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Copies to:

Commander-in-Chief U.S. Fleet (2).
Comdr. Hawaiian Section, U.S. Coast Guard.
Comdr. Fleet Air Base, Pearl Harbor.





