
Thompson Transcripts.

Commander WarnerThompson was the commanding officer of USCG Itasca. This is his 
exhaustive, and often inaccurate, “Radio Transcripts - Earhart Flight.” Most of the report 
presented here is a restoration but in some places transcription was necessary. The author 
of the hand-written comments and notations is unknown. 
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Note says: “This same information
rec’d here and given Mr. P and released.”



































had previously been received from Itasca either in dispatches or [obscured] reports.









Note says:
Released by Mr. P
at SF same
dispatch rec’d
here –
addressed to P



























65–601–CONFIDENTIAL.  7/19/37.
ITASCA.   Radio Transcripts Earhart Flight.

 From : Fleet Air Base, Pearl Harbor.
 To  : ITASCA.
2502 FOR EARHART FORECAST HOWLAND TO OAHU TONIGHT FRIDAY PARTLY CLOUDY
ENTIRE ROUTE LOCAL SHOWERS OVER ISLANDS CLOUD BASES TWO THOUSAND FEET TOPS
EIGHT THOUSAND FEET GOOD VISIBILITY AVERAGE WIND EAST NORTHEAST TWENTY
KNOTS ABOV CLOUDS  LANDING CONDITIONS PEARL HARBOR AFTER DAYLIGHT GOOD
WIND EAST TEN KNOTS PERIOD FORECAST FOR TOMORROW SATURDAY WILL BE FORWARD–
ED LATER TODAY 0920.

 From : ComHawSec.
 To  :  ITASCA.
6002 ADVISE BY DISPATCH FULL DETAILS CONCERNING EARHART PLANE SUCH AS
POSITION REPORTS BEARINGS AND ALL INFORMATION EARHART FLIGHT THAT WILL
BE OF VALUE TO NAVAL SEARCH IF PLANE DISPATCHED FROM HERE PERIOD RECOMMEND
YOU BROADCAST DATA TO ALL SHIPS TO BE ON LOOKOUT 1401.

 From : ITASCA.
 To  : ComHawSec.
 Inf.  : Com SF Div.
6002 YOUR 6002 1401 WE HAVE HAD NO POSITIONS COMMA SPEEDS COMMA OR COURSES
FROM EARHARTS PLANE EXCEPT SO CALLED LINE OF POSITION AT 0843 WHICH HAD NO
REFERENCE  POINT PERIOD SHE GAVE US NONE OF HER BEARINGS PERIOD BELIEVE SHE
PASSED NORTH AND WEST OF ISLAND ABOUT 0800 AND MISSED IT IN THE GLARE OF
RISING SUN THOUGH WE WERE SMOKING HEAVILY AT THAT TIME PERIOD JUDGE SHE
CAME DOWN BETWEEN 337 AND 90 FROM HOWLAND AND WITHIN 100 MILES PERIOD HAVE
BROADCAST AS INDICATED 1402.

CQ in vicinity BT:
AMELIA EARHART PLANE ENROUTE HOWLAND ISLAND FROM LAE NEW GUINEA UNRE–
PORTED SINCE 2045 GCT JULY 2 AND APPARENTLY DOWN AT SEA POSITION UNKNOWN
PERIOD ITASCA SEARCHING PROBABLE NORTHEAST SECTOR OFF HOWLAND ISLAND PERIOD
REQUEST SHIPS AND STATIONS LISTEN ON 500 KCS AND 3105 KCS FOR ANY SIGNALS
FROM PLANE
COMMANDING OFFICER U S COAST GUARD CUTTER ITASCA.
Message sent at 1333 – Acknowledged by WHEX at 1336.
     Acknowledged by KEXX at 1345.

Broadcast at  1425, 1703,  1912,  2030,
    1614, 1824,  1930,  2200.

 At 1450 it began to be indicated that the Fleet Air Base at Pearl
Harbor would attempt to send a plane to Howland to assist in the search.

 From : Fleet Air Base, Pearl Harbor.
 To  : SWAN; ITASCA.
2502 REQUEST WEATHER AND UPPER AIR IF PRACTICABLE AT 0300 GCT 1450.

–  49  –

This page is a TRANSCRIPT 
as it was not restorable.





65–601–CONFIDENTIAL.  7/19/37.
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CAST AND CLOUDY WEATHER PERIOD EARHART DIRECTION FINDER APPRAENTLY [SIC] NOT
FUNCTIONING WELL AS SHE COULD NOT GET CUT ON ITASCA ON AGREED FREQUENCIES
PERIOD EARHART APPARENTLY HAD BARELY SUFFICIENT FUEL UNDER THE CONDITIONS TO 
MAKE HOWLAND PERIOD THOUGHT CLOSEST TO HOWLAND AT 0758 WHEN STATED
CIRCLING TRYING TO PICK UP ISLAND AND ATTEMPTS ITASCA TO GIVE EARHART RADIO 
BEARINGS FAILED AFTER THOROUGH TESTS BOTH WAYS PERIOD BELIEF BASED
ON SIGNAL STRENGTH ONLY THAT AT 0758 EARHART PASSED CLOSEST TO AND TO NORTH–
WARD OF HOWLAND AS BELIEVE THAT SHE WOULD HAVE SEEN BAKER ISLAND IF PASSED
TO SOUTHWARD PERIOD ITASCA CONTACTED EARHART TO RECEIVE INCOMPLETE MESSAGE
ON AGREED SCHEDULES FROM 0248 TO 0835 THIS MORNING PERIOD EARHART ONLY
ACKNOWLEDGGED RECEIVING ITASCA SIGNALS ONCE AND DID NOT ANSWER QUESTIONS AS
TO POSITION COURSE SPEED OR EXPECTED TIME ARRIVAL PERIOD EARHART USED VOICE
ENTIRELY STATIC INTERFERENCE HEAVY AND ITASCA RECEPTION FRAGMENTARY IN
EARLY HOURS PERIOD CONDITIONS HOWLAND FORENOON GOOD SMOOTH SEA GOOD VISI–
BILITY UNLIMITED CEILING PERIOD CONSIDER SEARCH RESULTS DEPEND UPON CON–
TINUED GOOD WEATHER AND ABILITY PLANE OR EMERGENCY BOAT REMAIN AFLOAT PER–
IOD HAVE HEARD NO SIGNALS FROM EARHART SINCE 0855 THIS MORNING WHEN SHE
GAVE ITASCA A LINE OF POSITION BELIEVED TO MEAN RADIO BEARING AND STATED
SHE WAS RUNNIG NORTH AND SOUTH PERIOD ITASCA USING EVERY RESOURCE TO
LOCATE PLANE PERIOD BLACK REQUESTS GRUENING INTERIOR BE KEPT ADVISED
DEVELOPMENTS 2015.

 At 2036 a commercial message requesting a broadcast hookup was received.

 Throughout the entire search the ITASCA had one objective finding Earhart.
Repeatedly commercial systems, photographers, and newspaper services re–
quested special consideration. Messages from these concerns interferred [sic]
with ITASCA listening to a marked degree. In one case, to be discussed later,
commercial monitoring resulted in the release of inaccurate information
and formed a clear case of law violation. The efforts of amateurs and
other stations to hear Earhart’s signals resulted in faked amateur messages
and in the diversion of the ITASCA from probable sectors of search to
trace down rumors. This matter will be fully discussed in the summary.

 The Commanding Officer appreciated the interests of the American public
in the Earhart search and to that end informed the Division as rapidly as
reliable information was available. The press reports issued to the Associa–
ted and United Press from this vessel were accurate and carefully checked.

2038 Position of the DICKENSON was received.
 Latitude 10.27 North Longitude 158.33 West.

2154 From: Com Pat Sqd. Plane 6F
 To : Com Air FAB Pearl Harbor.
 Inf. : SWAN ITASCA COMDT.14th NAV. DISTR.
1002 PSP LIEUT HARVEY PEARL HARBOR FOR HOWLAND ISLAND 1923.
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