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The Sarnart articlé carried in the "New York Tiéés“ on Sunday,’
May 15, 1938, was prepared\by Ve, Alfred . Reck of the Oskland, Calif.
MPribune™, and distributed %7 the North American Ney%paper Alliance.
This article was prepared’id&coopefation vwith the San Frencisco Division
office, and based on the officizl report submitted(by the Commanding .
Officer of the Coast Guard Cutter ITASCA, which wyas assigned to duty in

connection with the Earhart flignt. The article’ was based entirely upon

the official record. ' A
: £

: Thé last message received from the Earhért plane was received at
. 8:44 a.m., Howland Island tize, July 2, 1937.; The text was as follows:?
. : ; S _ -
WE ARE O THE LIZE OF POSITION 157-337, WILL REPEAT
- PHIS MESSAGE, W2 WILL RIPRAT ON ;6210 Kc WAIT LISTENING
Of 6210 Kc W2 A== BUKEIHG‘%OBTH?AND SOUTH

J

i

Other persons in tae radio room Hbaéd thig transmission the same,
which is mede by voice on 3105 Xc with a gignal strength 5. Nothing was
 heard on 6210 Ke. : 4 2 5

On October 18,‘1937. in respdnse o inquiry, Commender W. K. -
Thompson, Commanding Officer cf the ITA§QA at. the time of the Earhart
flight, advised as follows: : i A

. nzxgnt

. "I have your letter of the £5th i snd wish to assure you
that, rumors notwithstending, trhere is;no basis for any of the rumors which
have been brought to your attention relative to Anelia Earhart's loss. I

- was personally present 1in the radio réom during_th' last hour she was on
the air and heard all of her transmisgions, as sheaigs coming in vory clearly .
on tne loud speaker. Fron tne time sﬁe apparently had reached the end of
_ her dead reckoning run until ste finally ceased transhitting her volce rose
constantly in pitch snd quite evidenf tension. Up to‘thé last hour she
" seemed to be very cool and ker voice' was well modulated\ and apparently nor-
mal, but towards tke end I could distinctly notice an inflection of tension
coming into it and = decided increasse in the pitch as thoygh she was tslk-
ing under a great deal of stress or emotion. I do not believe that the
runors originated on the TASCA, although her quite evident tension was a
matter of open comment. It is possible and in fact highly probable that



e SR T W e e

"

J0 FOR ASSISTAND SECRETARY GIBBONS (CONTD) .

‘the comments m
point vhere rumor gsvg the

‘May 16, 1938 -

ade abtgut the chtnge in her voice may ;have been gafoled to a
m out as 2 scresm. ' I can assure you personally
4 even though she was apparently under a tremen—

that ‘she did not scream.an
definitely removed from any idea of hysteria

dous SVraln, she seemed: to be

The comment made by Comnander V. X. Thompson in his personal letter,
bears out the remarxs contalned in the officiel report of the ITASCA dated
19 July, 1937, file 65-601,% transmittinr the redio transcripts of the Earhart
flight. Page 43 of this report contalns thejfollowing statement"

Tovard the end, Earhart talked.@o rapidly as to be
almost 1ncoherent. i A

tenent - “Eé;hart s last message was

Page 47 contains the sta
Earhart did not return

hurried, frantic, and apparently not conp lete.
to air on 6210 Ke." . \\

These statements were mﬂde as t ¢ result of pe“sonal observatlon of
n the rzdio room vho had equal

Commender Thompson and other personnel: i
opportunity to hear Miss Earhart's voige\some in over the loud speaker.

It is believed that everything?posgible vas done by the United States
Coast Guard and other Government age@pies t8. insure the successful comoletion
of the Earhart flight, and thet no r?llable sbatement can be made as to the
conditlons existlng aboard the plane at the, términation of the flight.
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i Rear Admiral, U. S. Qoast Guard
; Commandant. .
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