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AIR MAIL
Alr Navigation Division,
December 14, 1936,
(CONFIDFNTIAL)

¥r. R, L. Campb‘ll.

C/o kr., F. li, Lacey,
Bethel & Merchant Streets,
Honolulu, T. H,

(Vie Clipper Ship,

Reference is made to the Bureau's radic from the Direetor of Air
Comrerce, dated December 8, 1936, relative to Howland Island, South Seas,
also radio of December 12 revising Bureau dispatoh of December 8, oon-
firmation copies enclosed.

For your information, be advised that Miss Amelia Earhart is con-
templating a flight around the world, in a twin-motored land plane, and
is inoluding Howland Island, South Seas, as one of her refueling stops.
The exact departure date from the United States has not been deoided, but
it is assumed that she will leave sometime in March of 1937,

The Bureau of Air Commerce and the Department of the Interior have
contemplated and made plans for the oonstrustion of rumway surfaces on
Howland, in order that the Island might be used for land-plane operation
at such time as it became necessary. It is suggested that you confer
with lMr. Black on this matter, who will relate to you previous arrengements
made along these lines. Inasmuch as kiss Earhart is including Howland as
one of her stops, it enables the Govermment to give immediate considera-
tion to grevious plens and to expedite the construction of a landing area
on the Island which will be available to the flying publie.

Considering the fact that you were in the kKid-Pacifie, it appeared
to be practicable to utilise your services in oonnestion with the eon-
strustion of landing surfases on Howland Island. New travel orders will
be issued you in connestion with travel to and from Howland.

Howland Island is under the jurisdiotion of the Division of Terri-
tories and Insular Possecsions, Deprrtment of the Interior, which Div-
ision is cooperating with the Bureeu of Air Commerce in acoomplishing the
construction of landing surfaces on Howland. It is suggested that you
contact and work with Mr. Richard B, Black, Field Representative of the 'JAL'
Department of the Interior, with headquarters in Iolani Palace, in econ- " R
neotion with runway construstion sotivities on Howland. . 7’4
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The tentative date for the ealling of the Coast Guard Cutter from
donolulu, a9 arranged between tlie Department of tie Intorior and Coast
Ouapd leadquarters in Washington, is Jamuary 12th, 1937. The eruise es
contemplated will be to visit Bowland Ieland as the rirst port of call,
in order to transport equipment ard persocansl as soon as practisable and
to besin work as moon as possitle, You will bde in oharge of the construe-
tlon unit and will proseed to lowland lsland on the salling date, rewain on
the leland in oharge of rumay constructics in tie interest of the Bureeu,
acd return to Fonslulu after the Iartert flight. After the Ccast Ouard Cutter
has visited fowland, she will continue on her reguler orulse trip to the other
“."c 5. m‘aml I.ms.

You are further adviged that the Dupartzent of tie Ioterior will :akp
ermugenents with tie Cosst Guard te returz %t lowland on ler regular Quarterly
fquatoriel Cruise, and heve tle ebip at Howland at the time of Lise *arhard’'s
flight from lionolulu. At this time the Coast Ouard ship will stsud by and
render radlo sozzunicstion esalstancse, After Niss faraart ims departed from
dowland for her naxt stop in Hew Juinee, tie Cosst Guard will returs you, your
persconael, and the dorrowed grading equipsent to tomolulu, after completing
the quarterly vieit to the Islanda.

k¥re Kleindionst, of the Division of Territuries, in Nashington, stated
trat it will be satisfectory to uass the four Dupartment of Laterior personsel
living on the laland for eonetruotion work. It ia thoucht that a total of
seven additions) men will de required == five ladorers (Lexebamehe boye if
possible), one cock and coe good trector meehsnloian, ?This will give you a
total of sleven nes wiv will bs available for work on Mowland., in regard ¢
& cook, Af there are none eveilable on tie outside, it mizit be possidle for
you to obtain owe through tie Army.

The Department of the Imterlor will provide for suffisient food eupplies
and fregh wauter on tie Islands for all peresonnsl undsr your supervisioca. For
edditional equipsent for the iuoressed perscnnsl, it is suggested you request
kre Blask o obtain saxe 88 o loan frem the Army, sueh as ocots, blankeds,
Sowels, tents, ets, In additic:, it is further suggestad tiat teocls -= shovels ,
axse, plok axes, ete. ~ and other nesessary equipment for your expeditior be
obteined on a loan from the Amy, through Lr., Black. Nr. Kleindienst hag edéd-~
vised tlat gasoline ead oil for use in tiw Sreetor will be supplied by the
Division of Territories, alse four bYarvels of lime to be used for smarkiag

purposes.

Tie following grading equipment sheuld bs taken dowm witi your pardy:
(The 1list differs e little fwea the lliot insinded in Buresn redis of Desexbor

8th).
8 ¢twmotors - both the seme make and type.
(s) 3park plugs and other neseasary epare parts.
8§ serepers.
1 peder.



The following Ls in coancetion with liss larbart‘'s flight, end will Le
landled as indicated:

(a) 20 drums of 87 cetave eviation gas, for ¥iss Zarhart, will be
delivered to Lr. Slack for tmnaspartation aboard Comst tuard
Cutter from lionolulu to "owland on the January oruies., kr.
Jeorge Falner Mutsem will sarrenge for this gascline to te
delivered to Vr. Dilack and placed en thw dook as per his
inatruetions,

(b) It will be eatisfactory for you to open an ascoust in fomelulu
for the rarhart flight, and charge the following purciases
to be made by you and turned over to lr. Slack for trans-
portation south:

68 large slse chamols.

4 sunke potl.

8 funnels.
The funnels may hnve to be fabriested end if so, they should have
& large aporture at the top for the use of the ehamola, The wing
tenks are gotten ot from tle top. The fuselage tanks opes out on
the oide of the plans. It ia sugpested tlal probably ene, oF
both, eapsaially built funnele should bve equipped with the length
of rubbepr hose at theo bottom, so tiat while the fuunel 1s held
in position %0 receive tre gas, this hose can be inserted inte
the apertures et the side of the fuselage lecding into ¢the tank.

Additional equipment in conneetion with tie harhart fligiht will be tranas~
ported to licwland on tis Laroh eruise of the (cast Uuard lutter, in charge ef
Ere Blask. If it becones neeeseary for kr, Blask to make purolasss fer the
iarhart f1ight, he should use the eccount which you will opsm. This account
will be paid after the flizht by ir. Putoam.

The enalosed blueprizt of llowlend is for your informatien. Indlected
therean, in red, is the sugzested aren to be aurfmced for lend-plane oper-
ations, The red indieations may not be correst im all reapects, end the areas,
or landing etrips, to Yo sonditioned will be left up to your judgment, There
will be szall lmolls te De leveled off, oracks and depressions to be filled,
and possibly it will be necessary to use the old Juans eand hills for fills.
In tie eenter of tue Island ie & thicked of Eou trees, which should be remeved
in case the area is nseded for a runmay. ¥When tle landicg area lms been sur-
faved, tihe parivetsr should be narked with a wide lime stripe, utilising the
ezoke pote to mark the rumeey, to be uced assording to wind direetien.

You will find the olimmtie corditions different than ez the Malnlend,
and a0 & suggestiom, it is thought advisable to work threughout the early
hours of morning and the laster part of the afterncen, teking it easy through
tie piddle of the day,



kies Parbart stated that her plane, with flaps, will lund in & short
distance. 5he requires adbout a 3,000-foet takxeeoff strip with full load.
liowever, it is sdvisable to surface as large s landing area as possidle,

1t is requssted timt the contents of this letter be cousidered soafi-
dential, and relemse no information conserning this pro joet.

J. 8. WYNHE
Chief, Alrports Scotien,
Alirways Yarking snd Yapplag.
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